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T he story of the 
UCSF School  

of Nursing is one of  
determination and        
audacity. During its first 
hundred years, the school 
faced daunting circum-
stances—a disastrous 
earthquake and fire, a 
deadly flu epidemic, two 
world wars, financial            
uncertainties, major shifts 
in education and culture, 
and political storms— to 
become one of the        
nation’s premier centers  
of nursing education and 
research.  
 
This centennial portrait 
draws upon the               
recollections of key     
leaders, as well as photo-
graphs across the decades 
and many published and 
unpublished materials to 
offer a multidimensional 
account that includes not 
just the inspirational, 
laudatory, and progressive 
dimensions of the story of 
the school’s evolution, but 
also the shading and the 
shadows.   
 
Author Marilyn Flood 
weaves words and images 
into a scholarly volume 
that vibrantly illustrates 
the Promise on Parnassus. 
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Marilyn E. Flood came to the UCSF School of    
Nursing as a master’s student in 1968 after doing 
undergraduate work at West Suburban Hospital 
School of Nursing and Wheaton College in Illinois. 
After completing post-master’s work in pulmonary   
nursing in 1970, she joined the faculty to develop 
the pulmonary nursing specialty in the medical-
surgical area under the leadership of Mildred      
McIntyre. She served as acting chairperson of the 
Department of Nursing in Biological Dysfunction 
(now Physiological Nursing) in its 1972–73      
organizing year and then was its vice chairperson 
until 1976–78, when she became assistant dean for 
the undergraduate program and then for the   
graduate program and student affairs. She        
completed PhD work in the School of Education   
at UC Berkeley in 1981. From 1981 to 1985, Flood 
served as assistant director and then as associate 
director of nursing in UCSF Hospitals. From 1985 
to 2001, she was associate dean for academic    
programs in the School of Nursing. Her engage-
ment with the history of nursing began in her    
doctoral program, during which she completed a   
dissertation on the emergence of staff nursing in 
U.S. hospitals in the economic circumstances of the 
1930s. She is an active member in, and former  
president of, the American Association for the     
History of Nursing. 


